
Let’s look at the “Where George Varner & wife Harriet are buried” Question 

 George & Harriet are enumerated in the 1860 Jim Henry, Miller County census 

 

 Study of those listed in the census on either side of George & Harriet 

do not provide many clues.  Determination of land ownership for those in that census 

show no real pattern of travel by the census taker. 

 

 No record of the family oral history of a Varner bushwhacking has been 

located (A bushwhacking is found in the Judge Jenkins book that was to have 

taken place in the area, happening to Rachel Newton/Berry) 

 

 Several seemingly unrelated “clues” are floating around on possible locations 

 On or near the “Riggs” place? 

 On or near the “Jenkins” place? 

 West of Hiway 17, up the hill into the Saline Valley State Wildlife Area 

 Some distance from highway 17, on the road from Tuscumbia to Eugene 

there was a grave covered by rocks in a grove of cedars and that was where 

George and Harriet were buried by Samuel P. Varner 





Tuscumbia 



Mary’s Home 



St. Elizabeth 



Area (red) of 1860 Platt Map on Next Slide 



Property Ownership c. 1860 



Future Site of Mary’s Home 



Future Site of St. Elizabeth 



Individuals Closest to George/Harriet in 1860 Census 
Inside of Blue Lines 



George & Harriet likely were found 

somewhere inside or around the 

area in blue for the 1860 census. 

 

Numbers with letters Indicate 

families identified in the 1860  

census before (B) & after (A) 

the listing of George & Harriet 

Varner in that same census. 

 

Example: 10B was the listing 

in that census 10 entries before 

George & Harriet.  8B was the 

listing 8 entries before George 

& Harriet. 

1A was the person listed just 

after George & Harriet. 

And so forth. 

 

 



Owen & Calvin Riggs many 1860 properties 



           Edmund Riggs Properties 
(Where Nancy Ann would be located in 1870’s & 1880’s?) 





                       Rachel, married Israel Newton then Philip Berry 
(Apparently  at one of these properties is where the “bushwhacking” noted in “Judge Jenkins History of Miller Co.” occurred) 

                 (Is this one in the same as the Varner bushwhacking story?  Did George & Harriet live close by?) 


