
NANCY ANN VARNER 
THE  PATERNAL  LINK  FOR  HER  CHILDREN ? 

Varner Family Genealogy 



Bruce Thomas Varner 
FamilyTreeDNA Kit #244007 
Y-DNA67+FF 



DYS393 DYS390 DYS19 DYS391 DYS385 DYS426 DYS388 DYS439 DYS389I DYS392 DYS389II DYS458 DYS459 DYS455 
12 24 14 11 14-16 12 12 12 13 13 29 19 9-10 11 
 
DYS454 DYS447 DYS437 DYS448 DYS449 DYS464 DYS460 Y-GATA-H4 YCAII DYS456 DYS607 DYS576 DYS570 CDY 
11 25 15 19 29 15-16-17-17 11 10 19-23 15 14 17 18 37-39 
 
DYS442 DYS438 DYS531 DYS578 DYF395S1 DYS590 DYS537 DYS641 DYS472 DYF406S1 DYS511 DYS425 DYS413 DYS557 
12 12 11 9 15-16 8 10 10 8 10 10 12 21-23 16 
 
DYS594 DYS436 DYS490 DYS534 DYS450 DYS444 DYS481 DYS520 DYS446 DYS617 DYS568 DYS487 DYS572 DYS640 
10 12 12 15 8 12 23 20 13 12 11 13 11 11 
 
DYS492 DYS565 
12 12 
 

Bruce Thomas Varner DNA – 67  Markers 
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50 Matches Surname Riggs / 12 Other Surnames 
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Y12 
50 Matches Surname Riggs / 12 Other Surnames 

Y25 
45 Matches Surname Riggs / 18 Other Surnames 

Y37 
42 Matches Surname Riggs / 9 Other Surnames 

Y67 
35 Matches Surname Riggs / 10 Other Surnames 



Y12 
50 Matches Surname Riggs / 12 Other Surnames 

Y25 
45 Matches Surname Riggs / 18 Other Surnames 

Y37 
42 Matches Surname Riggs / 9 Other Surnames 

Y67 
35 Matches Surname Riggs / 10 Other Surnames 

 
Exact Match = 1   1 Marker Difference = 2  2 Marker Difference = 1 





James Riggs³ 
[b. abt 1742 – d. aft 1815] 
Moved to Pleasants Co. W. 
Virginia 

Bruce Thomas Varner, direct descendant of (95% positive): 



Nancy Ann Varner 
 John Lawrence Varner (b.1866) 
 William Owen Varner  (b.1869) 
 Eurelda Varner       (b.1871) 
 Mary F. Varner       (b.1877) 



Calvin Riggs   (b.1810 d.1863) 
Owen Riggs     (b.1813 d.1875) 
Edmund Riggs   (b.1819 d.1877) 
Arthur Riggs   (b.1840 d.18xx) 
Owen RiggsEdmund’s Son (b.1848 d.18xx) 

Adult Male Riggs in Miller County 1860 - 1880: 
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Bill from probate file of Edmund Riggs upon his death in 1877: 



The Miller County Riggs connection to James Riggs of Pleasants County, West Virginia: 



OBITUARY OF OWEN RIGGS 
THE MILLER COUNTY VIDETTE, Tuscumbia, MO, Thursday October 14, 
1875  
 
"Last week we noticed the death of one of our most respected citizens, 
Owen Riggs.  We will now attempt a review of his life. He was born in 
Tyler Co., West Virginia……” 
 
“His father is still living on the old farm where Owen started in life and is 
now over 100 years old.  We believe he has but one brother living, 
Edmond Riggs, who is a resident of this county……” 

The Miller County Riggs connection to James Riggs of Pleasants County, West Virginia: 



FIRST LAND PATENTS FOR RIGGS BROTHERS 
IN MILLER COUNTY 
 

Calvin Riggs of Tyler Co Virginia, 11/10/1841, 120 Acres 
 
Owen Riggs of Tyler Co Virginia, 11/10/1841, 40 Acres 
 
Edmund Riggs of Tyler Co Virginia, 11/10/1841, 150 Acres 

The Miller County Riggs connection to James Riggs of Pleasants County, West Virginia: 



 
 

James Riggs³ (Father-Edmund Riggs², 
Gfather-James Riggs¹) Came to what is now 
Pleasants Co. West Virginia in 1797 with 2 
adult sons (Edmund⁴ & Bazel⁴) & all their 
families. 

The Miller County Riggs connection to James Riggs of Pleasants County, West Virginia: 



Edmund Riggs⁴ (Son of James Riggs³) 
 
-- Had fifteen children.  Three that match ages for 
Calvin⁵, Owen⁵, & Edmund⁵. 
-- Edmund Riggs⁴ was still alive when Owen⁵ died in Miller 
Co. as referenced in obit 
-- Edmund Riggs⁴ was the only Riggs of age to be their 
father who was alive at that time in Pleasants or Tyler 
Co. West Virginia 
-- Pleasants Co. was created from portion of Tyler Co. 
--The 1827 History of Pleasants Co. W. Virginia reference 
Edmund Riggs⁴ as having two children, Calvin & Owen who 
went to Missouri 

The Miller County Riggs connection to James Riggs of Pleasants County, West Virginia: 



James Riggs [1662-1744] 
  James Riggs [Unk-aft 1770] 
    Edmund Riggs [abt 1715-1784] 
      James Riggs [1742-1815]  
        Edmund Riggs [1783-1876]  
          Edmund Riggs [1819-1877]  
            John Lawrence Varner [1866-1951] 
              Bert Leon Varner [1902-1991] 
                Edwin Dale Varner [1926-2008] 
                  Bruce Thomas Varner [1951-] 



 
 
 

Varner Family Genealogy 

 
 

• Do the following conclusions meet 
the standard of a preponderance 
of the evidence……. 
 



 
 
 

Varner Family Genealogy 

 
 

• Do the following conclusions meet 
the standard of a preponderance 
of the evidence……. Yes 
 



 
 
 

Varner Family Genealogy : Conclusions 

 

• John Lawrence Varner was fathered by Edmund⁵ 
Riggs 
 



 
 
 

Varner Family Genealogy : Conclusions 

 

• John Lawrence Varner was fathered by Edmund⁵ 
Riggs 
 

• Edmund⁵ Riggs was brothers to Calvin⁵ & Owen⁵ 
Riggs 
 



 
 
 

Varner Family Genealogy : Conclusions 

 

• John Lawrence Varner was fathered by Edmund⁵ 
Riggs 
 

• Edmund⁵ Riggs was brothers to Calvin⁵ & Owen⁵ 
Riggs 
 

• The Riggs brothers of Miller Co. Missouri were sons 
of Edmund⁴ Riggs of Pleasants Co. West Virginia 



 
 
 

Varner Family Genealogy :  Riggs Genealogy 

 
 

http://AlvyRay.com/Riggs 



GEORGE VARNER 
OF MISSOURI 

PRIOR  TO  MISSOURI 

Varner Family Genealogy 



Patent #6997   Nov 14, 1835 
"SW 1/4 of the NW 1/4, Section 12, Twp 49 North, Range 14 West“ Boone Co.  40 acres 
purchased. (No sales records.  George may have immediately sold this piece of land) 
  

 

George Varner of Missouri Land Patents / Warrants: 



Patent #6997   Nov 14, 1835 
"SW 1/4 of the NW 1/4, Section 12, Twp 49 North, Range 14 West“ Boone Co.  40 acres purchased. (No sales 
records.  George may have immediately sold this piece of land) 
  

Warrant #10,786  Sept 1, 1852 
"East half & NW quarter of the SW quarter, & NW quarter of the SE quarter of section 9, township 45, 
range 23" Pettis Co.  For service in War of 1812.   160 acres. (Issued in Sept 1852.  Sold by George on Dec 
31, 1852) 

  

 

George Varner of Missouri Land Patents / Warrants: 
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"East half & NW quarter of the SW quarter, & NW quarter of the SE quarter of section 9, township 45, 
range 23" Pettis Co.  For service in War of 1812.   160 acres. (Issued in Sept 1852.  Sold by George on Dec 
31, 1852) 
  

Warrant #65,960  Oct  2, 1854 
"NE quarter of the SE quarter of section 22, township 45, range 23" Pettis Co.  For service in the 
Seminole War.  40 acres.  (Immediately sold by George to a George Pemberton) 

  

 

George Varner of Missouri Land Patents / Warrants: 



Patent #6997   Nov 14, 1835 
"SW 1/4 of the NW 1/4, Section 12, Twp 49 North, Range 14 West“ Boone Co.  40 acres 
purchased. (No sales records.  George may have immediately sold this piece of land) 
  

Warrant #10,786  Sept 1, 1852 
"East half & NW quarter of the SW quarter, & NW quarter of the SE quarter of section 9, township 45, 
range 23" Pettis Co.  For service in War of 1812.   160 acres. (Issued in Sept 1852.  Sold by George on Dec 
31, 1852) 
  

Warrant #65,960  Oct  2, 1854 
"NE quarter of the SE quarter of section 22, township 45, range 23" Pettis Co.  For service in the 
Seminole War.  40 acres.  (Immediately sold by George to a George Pemberton) 
  

Warrant #80,714  May 10, 1859 
"east half of the northwest quarter, & the northwest quarter of the north east quarter, of section 29, 
township 41, Range 30, in the district of lands subject to sale at Warsaw Missouri. For service in the 
Seminole War.  120 acres. (Immediately sold by George to a Harvey Fellows) 

George Varner of Missouri Land Patents / Warrants: 



 
 
 

George Varner of Missouri War of 1812 Record: 



 
 
 

George Varner of Missouri War of 1812 Record: 

• George Varner enlisted into the regular US Infantry in Feb. 
1810 at Highwasse (Hiwassee Garrison) Tennessee 
 

• Rank of private in the 2nd Regiment 
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George Varner of Missouri War of 1812 Record: 

• George Varner enlisted into the regular US Infantry in Feb. 
1810 at Highwasse (Hiwassee Garrison) Tennessee 
 

• Rank of private in the 2nd Regiment 
 

• Age 20-21 Years 
 

• 5’10”, Blue Eyes, Fair Hair & Complexion 
 

• Occupation of farmer 
 

• Born Oglethorpe Co. Georgia 



 
 
 

George Varner of Missouri War of 1812 Record: 

• George Varner enlisted into the regular US Infantry in Feb. 
1810 at Highwasse (Hiwassee Garrison) Tennessee 
 

• Rank of private in the 2nd Regiment 
 

• Age 20-21 Years 
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2nd Regiment Regular US Infantry: 

02/26/1810 to 02/02/1812 – Under Capt. Sevier’s US Rifles Co. (Locations 
Unknown) 
 



 
 
 

2nd Regiment Regular US Infantry: 

02/26/1810 to 02/02/1812 – Under Capt. Sevier’s US Rifles Co. (Locations 
Unknown) 
 

02/02/1812 to 03/??/1813 – Under Capt. Wm. R. Boote’s Infantry Co. 
(Locations Unknown) 
 



 
 
 

2nd Regiment Regular US Infantry: 

02/26/1810 to 02/02/1812 – Under Capt. Sevier’s US Rifles Co. (Locations 
Unknown) 
 

02/02/1812 to 03/??/1813 – Under Capt. Wm. R. Boote’s Infantry Co. 
(Locations Unknown) 
 

03/??/1813 to 02/16/1815 – Under Andrew Jackson in Capt. William 
Lawrence’s Co. (Assumed at Ft. Bowyer under Co. John Bowyer [Construction 
Apr. 1813 to Jun. 1813 & until abandoned in Jun. 1814.  Reoccupied in Aug. 1814 
under now Major William Lawrence.  Lawrence commanded for both the 1st 
battle of Ft. Bowyer on 9/12/1814 & 2nd Battle on 2/12/1815.) 
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abandoned in Jun. 1814.  Reoccupied in Aug. 1814 under now Major William 
Lawrence.  Lawrence commanded for both the 1st battle of Ft. Bowyer on 
9/12/1814 & 2nd Battle on 2/12/1815.) 
 

02/16/1815 to 02/28/1815 – Under Capt. Bradley (Discharged at New 
Orleans) 
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Georgia Militia: 

1818 – In Capt. Terry Reynolds Company, Regiment of infantry commanded by 
Col. Little & under General Andrew Jackson during the war with the Seminole 
Indians in Florida. 
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Georgia Militia: 

1818 – In Capt. Terry Reynolds Company, Regiment of infantry commanded by 
Col. Little & under General Andrew Jackson during the war with the Seminole 
Indians in Florida. 
 
• Drafted at Washington, Wilkes Co. Georgia on or about the 20th day of 

January 1818 for a term of three months. 
 

• Mustered out of service at Hartford, Georgia the last of May 1818. 
 

• There is also mention on documents about participation in 1817 but nothing 
specific. 



 
 
 

George Varner of Missouri: 

My Conclusion: 
 

• George Varner of Missouri is the son of Fredrick Varner 
of Oglethorpe County, Georgia 
 



 
 
 

George Varner of Missouri:  Supporting Evidence 

• George Varner of Missouri received a warrant for land in Pettis County, 
Missouri  for War of 1812 service. 
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Missouri  for War of 1812 service. 
 

• George Varner of Missouri provided at enlistment that he was from 
Oglethorpe County, Georgia. 
 

• 1 of 2 known George Varner’s near matching age, in Oglethorpe County, 
Georgia (Son of George Varner) is known to have married a Patience Jackson 
& later migrated to Tennessee. 
 
 
 



 
 
 

George Varner of Missouri:  Supporting Evidence 

• George Varner of Missouri received a warrant for land in Pettis County, 
Missouri  for War of 1812 service. 
 

• George Varner of Missouri provided at enlistment that he was from 
Oglethorpe County, Georgia. 
 

• 1 of 2 known George Varner’s near matching age, in Oglethorpe County, 
Georgia (Son of George Varner) is known to have married a Patience Jackson 
& later migrated to Tennessee. 
 

• Other George Varner of matching age, in Oglethorpe County, Georgia (Son 
of Fredrick Varner) has only one discovered reference & then disappears 
from the records. 
 
 



 
 
 

George Varner of Missouri:  Conflicting Evidence 

• In the 1850 census George Varner is listed as born in Virginia 
 
 
 



 
 
 

George Varner of Missouri:  Conflicting Evidence 

• In the 1850 census George Varner is listed as born in Virginia 
 

• There is no smoking gun evidence to confirm the conclusion beyond any 
doubt. 
 
 


